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Abstract

Ahmed Nadeem Qasmi's short story collection, especially *Aas Paas*, 
intricately p
in a patriarchal society. Through characters like Khani, consumed by the fires 
of youth, Gulzar, the wife of a soldier, Piari Begum, the head clerk’s wife, 
the nomadic beauty, the devoted Sh
explores the societal expectations placed on women, their economic 
dependence on men, and the barriers they face in securing independence. These 
narratives vividly depict the tension between personal desires and socie
pressures, often leading to emotional distress and unfulfilled dreams.
skillfully uses individual stories to reflect broader societal issues. For 
instance, the character of "Churil" sheds light on the mental and physical 
struggles faced by women
vulnerability and the stigma surrounding mental health. These stories invite 
reflection on the persistence of gender inequalities, where women must battle 
social, economic, and emotional constraints to survive.
spectrum of female characters
mother grieving her fallen sons to the nomadic beauty challenging societal 
norms
deep-seated prejudi
being. His feminist critique reveals how ingrained gender norms continue to 
marginalize women, objectifying them and limiting their opportunities for 
self-determination.
reality; they act as catalysts for change, urging readers to confront the 
complexities of gender dynamics and to advocate for a more just and equitable 
society. This article examines Qasmi’s feminist approach, exploring whether 
the issues presented in *Aas Paas* are relics of the past or remain relevant in 
contemporary times.
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"The Short Story Collection 'Aas Paas' in the Mirror of 
Feminist Issues"

  
Abstract 

Ahmed Nadeem Qasmi's short story collection, especially *Aas Paas*, 
intricately portrays the struggles, resilience, and emotional turmoil of women 
in a patriarchal society. Through characters like Khani, consumed by the fires 
of youth, Gulzar, the wife of a soldier, Piari Begum, the head clerk’s wife, 
the nomadic beauty, the devoted Shahida, and the beautiful Shamsu, Qasmi 
explores the societal expectations placed on women, their economic 
dependence on men, and the barriers they face in securing independence. These 
narratives vividly depict the tension between personal desires and socie
pressures, often leading to emotional distress and unfulfilled dreams.
skillfully uses individual stories to reflect broader societal issues. For 
instance, the character of "Churil" sheds light on the mental and physical 
struggles faced by women during the Partition, emphasizing their 
vulnerability and the stigma surrounding mental health. These stories invite 
reflection on the persistence of gender inequalities, where women must battle 
social, economic, and emotional constraints to survive.
spectrum of female characters—ranging from traditional roles like the elderly 
mother grieving her fallen sons to the nomadic beauty challenging societal 
norms—Qasmi challenges conventional ideas of femininity and exposes the 

seated prejudices that hinder women's autonomy and emotional well
being. His feminist critique reveals how ingrained gender norms continue to 
marginalize women, objectifying them and limiting their opportunities for 

determination.The stories in *Aas Paas* transce
reality; they act as catalysts for change, urging readers to confront the 
complexities of gender dynamics and to advocate for a more just and equitable 
society. This article examines Qasmi’s feminist approach, exploring whether 

ssues presented in *Aas Paas* are relics of the past or remain relevant in 
contemporary times. 
Key Words: Feminism, Partition, Ahmad Nadeem Qasmi, 
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"The Short Story Collection 'Aas Paas' in the Mirror of 

Ahmed Nadeem Qasmi's short story collection, especially *Aas Paas*, 
ortrays the struggles, resilience, and emotional turmoil of women 

in a patriarchal society. Through characters like Khani, consumed by the fires 
of youth, Gulzar, the wife of a soldier, Piari Begum, the head clerk’s wife, 

ahida, and the beautiful Shamsu, Qasmi 
explores the societal expectations placed on women, their economic 
dependence on men, and the barriers they face in securing independence. These 
narratives vividly depict the tension between personal desires and societal 
pressures, often leading to emotional distress and unfulfilled dreams. Qasmi 
skillfully uses individual stories to reflect broader societal issues. For 
instance, the character of "Churil" sheds light on the mental and physical 

during the Partition, emphasizing their 
vulnerability and the stigma surrounding mental health. These stories invite 
reflection on the persistence of gender inequalities, where women must battle 
social, economic, and emotional constraints to survive. Through a wide 

ranging from traditional roles like the elderly 
mother grieving her fallen sons to the nomadic beauty challenging societal 

Qasmi challenges conventional ideas of femininity and exposes the 
ces that hinder women's autonomy and emotional well-

being. His feminist critique reveals how ingrained gender norms continue to 
marginalize women, objectifying them and limiting their opportunities for 

The stories in *Aas Paas* transcend mere reflections of 
reality; they act as catalysts for change, urging readers to confront the 
complexities of gender dynamics and to advocate for a more just and equitable 
society. This article examines Qasmi’s feminist approach, exploring whether 

ssues presented in *Aas Paas* are relics of the past or remain relevant in 

Partition, Ahmad Nadeem Qasmi, Witch, World 
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