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Abstract

Language unites society. Language affects globalization, communication, social identity, group
cohesiveness, power structures, creativity, arts, the economy, and language. This abstract
suggests studying languages' social functions. This research aimed to investigate the distinct
functions of language among different communities and introduced several innovative elements
that enhanced and advanced our understanding of the distinct functions of language among
different communities. The study has employed quantitative research, utilizing a questionnaire
survey administered to 85 individuals from diverse backgrounds worldwide. Through the
analysis of survey data, this research has explored the multifaceted nature of language,
encompassing communication, cultural identity, social cohesion, power dynamics, artistic
expression, and economic interactions. Through cross-cultural comparisons, exploration of
digital platforms, investigation of language and identity, and a commitment to inclusivity, the
study would pave the way for new avenues of research and inspired future scholars to continue
pushing the boundaries of linguistic exploration. The findings have revealed the importance of
linguistic diversity and advocated for inclusive language policies and cultural preservation
efforts. Ultimately, this research contributes to a deeper understanding of the unique roles that
language plays within diverse communities, emphasizing the need to value and protect
linguistic diversity for a more inclusive society.
Keywords: Language, Distinct Functions, Diverse Communities, Quantitative Research,
Cultural Identity, Linguistic Diversity.
1.0 Introduction
Language is used to identify with a social group and engage in its culture. Language expresses
individuality, creativity, play, and emotion. Interpretations vary. English phonetician and
linguist Henry Sweet famously observed, 'Language is the expression of ideas using speech
sounds combined into words." Ideas and sentences are comparable. American linguists Bernard
Bloch and George L. Trager claimed that 'a language is a system of arbitrary vocal symbols using
which a social group cooperates." Simplifying language raises more complications. The first one
gives "thought’ too much importance, whereas the second one utilizes "arbitrary’ in an unusual
but appropriate context. Symbols enhance communication, expression, and effect. Learning a
new language is easy with so many communication methods. Languages need mutual learning.
Mutual intelligibility isn't binary. Dialects can enhance or impede communication. 'Idiolect
describes these linguistic differences.



ISSN Print : 2709-4154
UMAN

! ;U é/ : T Volume.6, Issue.4 (2023)
(October-December)

1.1Background of the Study

Globalized sociolinguistics may seem minor to someone who has only experienced Martha's
Vineyard language alterations or drag queen identities. Globalization aids regional
sociolinguistic studies. Language preservation. English isn't global. Jan Blommaert criticizes
‘spatial fixedness' in language-isolated research. The 'linguistic-ideological dimension' of
permanent languages and worldviews contradicts globalized sociolinguistics' judgments of
transitory linguistic resources. Globalization's sociolinguistics haven't 'linguistically defined
things."” Emmanuel Wallerstein's sociolinguistic focus on temporal trajectories and mobility
challenges globalization. Globalization sociolinguistics should investigate language and
migration. Blommaert revealed sociolinguistic factors affect language evolution. ‘Concentrate on
movable assets rather than fixed tongues" suggests ignoring external forces. Thus, globalization
sociolinguistics analyses inequalities, nobilities, language resources, and human repertoires in a
changing environment. Dissimilar linguistic use "is organized around concrete resources, not
languages in general but rather around registers, varieties, and genres" (Pennycook, 2011).

1.2 Significance of the Study

Nations' languages are parables. Relevance clarifies language-community linkages. Speech
reveals character. Language communicates perspective, background, and education. Gorys Keraf
(1997) claims that language symbolizes social communication. Language expresses, organizes,
and controls. Daily communication shapes culture. Language must reflect ethnicity and
neighbors. Culture-appropriate emotions and behaviors. Culture influenced language, friendship,
custom, communication, social action, economic activity, politics, and technology. Porter (2006)
says that culture encodes messages, meaning, and situations to send, pay attention to, and grasp.
We're socialized. Culture underpins communication (Porter & Samovar in Mulyana and Grace,
2006).

1.3 Limitations of the Study

There are several potential limitations to consider:

1. Generalizability: Results from one society or setting may not apply to others.

2. Sample bias: The sample may not exactly represent the population.

3. Language functions evolve with time. A single study may not represent long-term language
use and function changes in communities. Languages vary within communities.

4. Subjectivity and Bias: To ensure objectivity and validity, acknowledge and mitigate researcher
subjectivity.

5. Language Documentation Challenges: Some societies lack language documentation, making it
hard to study language use and functions. This limits data availability and research scope.

6. Ethical Considerations: Considering the potential influence on participants and communities,
researchers must ensure informed consent, confidentiality, and cultural standards.

7. Time and Resources: Research initiatives may have time, finance, or resource constraints.
These limits may limit the study's scope and depth, making it harder to grasp language functions.



! ;U é/ : T Volume.6, Issue.4 (2023)

ISSN Print : 2709-4154
UMAN

(October-December)

1.4 Objectives of the Study

To describe language's significance in identity, social connections, and power dynamics in
different communities.

To explore social, cultural, historical, and political factors that affect community language use
and attitudes.

To explore how language contact, mixing, and change affect linguistic identity, social
relationships, and power dynamics among cultures.

To understand how language shapes and reflects social interactions and relationships.

1.5 Research Questions:

How does language use vary among different ethnic, cultural, and linguistic communities?

What are the underlying factors that contribute to these differences?

How does language affect social relationships and power dynamics?

How do language ideologies and language value and importance affect language use and
attitudes in different communities?

How language shapes and reflects social interactions and relationships?

How do multilingualism and language mixing change language use and attitudes in diverse
groups, identities, social relationships, and power dynamics?

2.0 Theoretical Framework

2.1 Literature Review

Ferdinand de Saussure's language foundation was pioneering. De Saussure distinguished
between 'langue," linguistic norms and structures, and "parole," language use. This notion is
crucial to language learning. Saussure says that language is for communication and social
engagement. After Saussure, sociolinguists investigated language use in different cultures.
Sociolinguistics reveals language is employed for communication, social development, group
identification, and power negotiation.

Age, gender, education, income, and race/ethnicity affect language use. Studies show that AAVE
(African American Vernacular English) is a cultural hallmark of US racism and prejudice.
Politics and history shaped language. Language standardization and education benefit the
powerful by supporting or suppressing some languages.

Gumperz expanded the linguistic community beyond his language in 1968. Promote language.
Gumperz: Any human society that communicates despite significant linguistic variances.
Community languages share culture. Gumperz emphasizes speech group language and norms.
Noam Chomsky's linguistics rewrite makes Gumperz's statement obsolete. Focused on the ideal
speaker-listener in a homogeneous speech community who has flawless language command and
is unaffected by memory constraints, interruptions, shifts in attention and interest, and random
or typical language application faults.
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William Labov explained the linguistic community using Chomskyan structural homogeneity
and Gumperz's emphasis on identical norms driving distinct behaviors. Labov wrote:
Participation in a set of shared norms—which may be seen in overt types of evaluative behavior
and by the uniformity of abstract patterns of variation that are invariant concerning varying
levels of usage—defines the speech community, not language element usage. Like Gumperz,
Labov defined speech community standards over linguistic forms. Like Chomsky, Labov
considered all technical languages in a speech community similar. Labov created this model to
prove that African American Vernacular English is a language.

Language ideologies—beliefs about the value of different languages—influence language use and
attitudes. Ideologies shape language and thought. Globalization and digital media have been
explored in connection to each society's linguistic roles. Twitter and Facebook allow
underrepresented groups to express themselves and develop identities, but they also maintain
power relations.

2.2 Sociolinguistic Perspectives on Language Functions

William Labov in the US and Basil Bernstein in the UK founded sociolinguistics. In the 1960s,
William Stewart and Heinz Kloss developed the sociolinguistic theory of pluricentric languages,
which compares national standard language varieties like American, British, Canadian, and
Australian English, Austrian, German, Swiss German, Bosnian, Croatian, Montenegrin, and
Serbian Serbo-Croatian. Dell Hymes, a pioneer of linguistic anthropology, invented
ethnography-based sociolinguistics and founded Language in Society. He devised the
SPEAKING technique to better comprehend the cultural context of speech occurrences, an
acronym for 'setting," "participants,” "ends," "act sequence," 'keys," 'instrumentalities," 'norms,’
and "genres."

3.0 Methodology

3.1 Research Methodology:

For this study, the researcher has conducted Questionnaire research and the survey. The
researcher has used this methodology because the researcher has analyzed the “Distinct
functions of language among different communities ".

3.2 Population

The population of this research was students from all around the world.

3.3 Sampling/Selection of Sample

This research/study has applied quantitative sampling. The purposive study was for analyzing
“Distinct functions of language among different communities” within a public place. A
quantitative sampling method would involve selecting a representative sample of people and
measuring the extent and nature of it through numerical data. Here is an example of how this
could be done:

Cluster sampling: This method is useful when the population is geographically dispersed and it
is not feasible to select a random sample from the entire population. Once the sample is selected,
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data can be collected through a variety of methods such as questionnaires, interviews, or
standardized tests. This numerical data can then be analyzed to identify patterns, trends, and
the overall prevalence of distinct functions of language among different communities.

3.4 Development of Tool:

The research tool was a questionnaire. We made a survey. The research/study was quantitative
research. A questionnaire and observation checklist were included in the research tool
developed for this study. The questionnaire had 15 closed-ended questions, and responses were
divided into five categories to obtain quantitative data:

Strongly Disagree

Disagree

Neutral

Agree

Strongly Agree

3.5 Data Collection Methods:

There were several methods for collecting data from people around the world for this
Study/research purposes:

Surveys/Questionnaires: Surveys or questionnaires are used to gather a large amount of
information from students in a relatively short amount of time. This method included a mix of
multiple-choice, true/false, and open-ended questions to gather both quantitative and
qualitative data. Surveys were self-administered or administered by a researcher in person, over
the phone, or online.

Interviews: Interviews were conducted one-on-one or in small groups with people around the
world. This method allowed for an in-depth exploration of the peoples’ experiences and
perceptions and provided a more personal understanding.

Data collect

The researcher distributed the completed questionnaire to 85 students via Google form, and all
85 students return the questionnaire. They were asked part in a survey. The data was
accumulated in June 2023. After collecting all of the questionnaires, the researcher figured out
the percentage of the students who said they are strongly disagree, disagreed, Neutral, agreed,
and strongly agree.

3.6 Data Analysis SPSS (Statistical Package for the Social Sciences

This software is widely used in the social sciences for data analysis and is known for its user-
friendly interface and comprehensive set of statistical analysis tools. It was used to analyze data
from questionnaires, surveys, and other sources and generated tables, charts, and statistical
outputs to help interpreted the data. The SPSS statistical software for the social sciences (SPSS)
was used to evaluate and compare the findings of the questionnaire. The results of the
questionnaire are presented in the form of frequency, percentage, mean, and standard deviation.
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4.0 Data Analysis, Results, and Discussions
4.1 Frequency Tables or Figures

Age
85 responses
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Figure 1 Age
Education
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Figure 2 Education
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Gender
85 responses

® Male
@ Female
Figure 3 Gender
City
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Figure 4 City
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Language (Mother tongue )

85 responses

60
41 (4&{3.2%)
40
19 (22.4%)
20 |
4 (4.7% 5(5.9%)

2 24%)* 7)1 (1 200)1 (1.2%) 3(3.5%) 1 (1.29)2 (2.4%) 1(1.2%) 1(1.29%)3 3:5%) 4 (4 29)
5 | | |

English Pashto Punjabi Saraiky Sariky Urdu punjabi

Figure 5 Language

Language reflects the values and beliefs of my community.
85 responses

@ sStrongly disagree
42.4% @ Disagree

@ Neutral

@® Agree

@ Strongly agree

A
N

Figure 6 Question no 1
» According to the finding,7.1% of people strongly agree,42.4% agree, and 41.2% are neutral that
Language reflects the values and beliefs of my community(figure 6).
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Language functions change over time in response to societal and cultural shifts within my

community
85 responses

@ Agree

@ Strongly agree
@ Neutral

@ Disagree

@ Strongly disagree

Figure 7 Question no 2

» According to the finding, 5.9 % of people strongly agree, 45.9 % agree, and 45.9 % are neutral
that Language functions change over time in response to societal and cultural shifts within my
community (fig 7).

Language is instrumental in maintaining a sense of identity and belonging within my community.
85 responses

@ Strongly disagree
@ Disagree

@ Neutral

@® Agree

@ Strongly agree

Figure 8 Question no 3

» According to the finding, 7.1% of people strongly agree, 35.3% agree, and 48.2% are neutral that
Language is instrumental in maintaining a sense of identity and belonging within my
community (fig 8).
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Certain language functions are more formal or informal within my community.
85 responses

® Agree

@ Strongly agree
@ Neutral

@ Disagree

@ Strongly disagree

Figure 9 Question no 4
» According to the finding, 9.4% of people strongly agree, 35.3% agree, and 52.9% are neutral that
certain language functions are more formal or informal within my community (fig 9).

Language functions are influenced by intergenerational interactions within my community.
85 responses

® Agree

@ Strongly agree
@ Neutral

@ Disagree

@ Strongly disagree

Figure 10 Question no 5
» According to the finding, 35.3% agree, and 54.1% are neutral that Language functions are
influenced by intergenerational interactions within my community (figl0).

10
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Language is used to establish social hierarchies and power dynamics within my community.

85 responses

@ Strongly disagree
28.9% @ Disagree

@ Neutral

@® Agree

@ Strongly agree

Figure 11 Question no 6
» According to the finding, 8.2 % of people strongly agree, 28.2 % agree, and 54.1 % are neutral
that Language is used to establish social hierarchies and power dynamics within my community

(fig 11).

Language plays a role in expressing emotions, attitudes, and social relationships within my

community.
84 responses

@ Strongly disagree
29.8% @ Disagree

@ Neutral

@ Agree

@ Strongly agree

i
v

Figure 12 Question no 7

» According to the finding, 10.7 % of people strongly agree, 29.8% agree, 9.5% strongly disagree
and 47.6% are neutral that Language plays a role in expressing emotions, attitudes, and social
relationships within my community (fig 12).

11
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Different language functions are associated with specific gender roles or expectations within my

community.
84 responses

@ Agree

@ Strongly agree
@ Neutral

@ Disagree

@ Strongly disagree

Figure 13 Question no 8

» According to the finding, 13.1% of people strongly agree, 32.1 % agree, and 50 % are neutral that
Different language functions are associated with specific gender roles or expectations within my
community(fig 13).

Language functions are adapted and adjusted to facilitate communication with neighboring

communities or linguistic groups.
85 responses

@ Agree

@ Strongly agree
@ Neutral

@ Disagree

@ Strongly disagree

Figure 14 Question no 9

» According to the finding, 9.4 % of people strongly agree, 35.3 % agree, and 51.8% are neutral that
Language functions are adapted and adjusted to facilitate communication with neighboring
communities or linguistic groups (fig 14).

12
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Language functions are influenced by technological advancements and globalization within my

community.
@ Strongly disagree
29.8% @ Disagree
@ Neutral
@ Agree
@ Strongly agree

84 responses
Figure 15 Question no 10
» According to the finding,6 % of people strongly disagree,29.8 % agree, and 50 % are neutral that
Language functions are influenced by technological advancements and globalization within my

community(fig 15).

Language functions are employed for resolving conflicts and maintaining social harmony within my

community.
85 responses

@ Agree

@ Strongly agree
@ Neutral

@ Disagree

@ Strongly disagree

Figure 16 Question no 11

» According to the finding, 11.8 % of people strongly agree, 40 % agree, and 44.7% are neutral that
Language functions are employed for resolving conflicts and maintaining social harmony within
my community (fig 16).

13
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Language functions are employed in specific domains such as education, religion, or community

governance within my community.
85 responses

@ Agree

@ Strongly agree
@ Neutral

@ Disagree

@ Strongly disagree

Figure 17 Question no 12

» According to the finding, 11.8 % of people strongly agree, 34.1 % agree, and 50.6% are neutral
that Language functions are employed in specific domains such as education, religion, or
community governance within my community (fig 17).

Language serves as a means of communication and expression within my community.
85 responses

® Agree

@ Strongly agree
@ Neutral

@ Disagree

@ Strongly disagree

Figure 18 Question no 13

» According to the finding, 17.6 % of people strongly agree, 30.6 % agree, and 50.6 % are neutral
that Language serves as a means of communication and expression within my community (fig
18).

14
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85 responses

Figure 19 Question no 14
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@ Strongly disagree
@ Disagree
@ Neutral

@® Agree

@ Strongly agree

According to the finding, 7.1% of people strongly disagree, 37.6% agree, and 47.1% are neutral
that Language plays a vital role in preserving cultural heritage and traditions within my

community (fig 19).

Different language functions are used in specific social or cultural contexts within my community.

85 responses

Figure 20 Question no 15

® Agree

@ Strongly agree
@ Neutral

@ Disagree

@ Strongly disagree

According to the finding, 7.1% of people strongly agree, 44.7 % agree, and 43.5 % are neutral that
Different language functions are used in specific social or cultural contexts within my

community (fig 20).
5.0 Findings and Recommendations
5.1 Findings
Table 1 Findings
Questi | Questions Strong | Agree | Neutral | Disagr | Strong
on no. ly ee ly
agree Disagr

15
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ce

Language serves as a means of
communication and expression
within my community.

17.6%

30.6 %

50.6%

Language plays a vital role in
preserving cultural heritage and
traditions within my community.

37.6%

47 1%

7.1%

Different language functions are
used in specific social or cultural
contexts within my community.

7.1%

44.7%

43.5%

Language reflects the values and
beliefs of my community.

7.1%

42.4%

41.2%

Language functions change over
time in response to societal and
cultural ~ shifts  within  my
community.

5.9%

45.9%

45.9%

Language is instrumental in
maintaining a sense of identity
and  belonging  within my
community.

7.1%

35.3%

48.2%

Certain language functions are
more formal or informal within
my community

9.4%

35.3%

52.9%

Language functions are
influenced by intergenerational
interactions within my

community.

35.3%

54.1%

Language is used to establish
social hierarchies and power
dynamics within my community.

8.2%

28.2%

54.1%

10

Language plays a role in
expressing emotions, attitudes,
and social relationships within
my community.

10.7%

29.8%

47.6%

9.5%

16

1

Different language functions are
associated with specific gender
roles or expectations within my
community.

13.1%

32.1%

50%
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12 Language functions are adapted | 9.4% | 35.3% | 51.8%
and  adjusted to facilitate
communication with neighboring
communities or linguistic groups.

13 Language functions are 29.8% | 50% 6%
influenced by  technological
advancements and globalization
within my community.

14 Language functions are employed | 11.8% | 40% | 44.7%
for resolving conflicts and
maintaining  social  harmony
within my community.

15 Language functions are employed | 11.8% | 34.1% | 50.6%
in specific domains such as
education, religion, or community
governance within my
community.

5.2 Recommendations

The following suggestions are based on the discussion of the many linguistic roles that exist
within various communities:

Support community-led language projects, documenting, and instruction to preserve
endangered languages and linguistic variety. Heritage and global understanding require multiple
languages.

Comprehensive language education promotes multilingualism and intercultural competency.
Provide tools and opportunities to learn languages inside and beyond communities to increase
awareness and appreciation of diverse linguistic systems.

Language empowers underprivileged groups.

Cultural communication: Language diversity promotes tolerance and teamwork.

Research and Documentation Record various group speeches. Support language-related
research.

Digitize Economy Multilingual Online Services. Translation, language-learning, and online
communities.

Promote creative industry multilingualism. Promote multilingual culture.

Connecting linguistic communities, scholars, legislators, and educators help preserve languages
and provide good education and training.

Promote language variety and each community's purpose. Inform the public, legislators, and
others about the cultural, social, and economic benefits of linguistic diversity.

17
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Languages' distinctive roles in cultures can increase cross-cultural understanding, diversity, and
fairness.

Conclusion

Finally, studying languages in different civilizations shows how language facilitates
socialization, cultural expression, and information transfer. Languages reflect time and place.
Indigenous languages maintain culture, history, and memory. Language preserves oral traditions.
Regional dialects, accents, and speech patterns link communities. Slang and other specialized
language can show group dominance. Language preserves social order, authority, and culture.
Linguistic hegemony and minority language marginalization force dominant groups to talk to
minorities. Code-switching and code-mixing defend minority cultures. Language allows poetry,
literature, music, and other arts. Language shapes art. Artists and authors use all their languages
to express sentiments, spark ideas, and challenge norms, creating cultural variety. Global trade
requires communication. Linguistic communities may have created their language.
Multilingualism facilitates foreign trade, diplomacy, and collaboration. Many groups use
language for communication, cultural identification, social cohesiveness, power dynamics,
creativity, and economic exchanges. Recognizing and respecting these obligations reduces
cultural barriers, promotes language pluralism, and makes society fairer. Language's effects on
individuals and society can help us cherish all languages.

6.0 Novelty and Benefits

6.1 Novelty

Languages aid communities in this first study. These fresh viewpoints inspire us to keep
investigating. This research/Study uses comparative and cross-cultural methods outside the field.
We focus on how several linguistic groups interact, not one. Comparing language use across
groups can reveal the universal and context-dependent aspects of human language. This
research/Study praises diversity and marginalized voices. To empower marginalized people,
minority and endangered language research is prioritized. This comprehensive approach
promotes linguistic diversity research, preservation, and protection. This study illuminates
language's cultural role. We use cultural comparisons, digital platforms, language and identity
studies, and diversity to inspire future linguists.

6.2 Benefits:

It shows community growth. Language, culture, and socioeconomic class affect categorization.
Disenfranchised people may welcome these realizations. It shows social and interpersonal
hierarchies. Emotions, attitudes, and social hierarchies show how language shapes social norms,
mediates conflicts, and negotiates power relations. Communication, cooperation, and
understanding improve. Specialist languages influence policymaking. Understanding language
usage preserves linguistic diversity, promotes inclusive behavior, and fosters cross-cultural
understanding. New cultural linguistic functions help sociolinguistics and community studies.
Human relationships, communication, family history, and identity are revealed. These findings

18
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can be used to argue for more languages, more inclusive social groups, and language policies and
practices that respect the vast human linguistic diversity.
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