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Abstract

This essay examines the difficulties that libraries encounter in establishing literate
societies that foster lifelong education, while also commending libraries for their
boundless capacity and vibrant creativity. It underscores the need of advocating for
books and libraries to enhance literacy, advance educational reform, and ensure
enduring reading skills. These factors contribute to the eradication of poverty and the
advancement of emerging economies. Libraries promote responsible participation in a
global democratic society by ensuring equal access to information for all citizens. If
those in positions of authority who are responsible for making decisions and policies
genuinely prioritize the importance of literacy, libraries, and a populace that possesses
the ability to read and takes pleasure in reading, they will be willing to allocate a
portion of the scarce resources towards the upkeep of libraries. Libraries can
significantly contribute to the attainment of the Education for All and Millennium
Development Goals when they have adequate resources.

Introduction

The mission of libraries all over the world is to provide unlimited and equal access to
information in a variety of formats, such as printed, digital, and multimedia resources.
They make a significant contribution to the establishment of environments that are
conducive to literacy development and the advancement of literacy through the
provision of captivating and appropriate literary materials that are tailored to readers
of diverse reading proficiencies, as well as through the implementation of literacy
programs targeted at adults and families. The organization has repeatedly shown that
it is proactive in its dedication to extending their services to persons who experience
marginalization. As a result, they have acknowledged that it is their civic responsibility
to provide services that transcend social, political, and economic divides. With the
assistance of libraries, the steps of seeking, applying, and analyzing relevant
information are made more simpler. This phenomenon gives rise to various
opportunities for continuing education, the cultivation of reading skills, the nurturing
of informed participation in society, recreational activities, imaginative engagement,

self-directed inquiry, analytical reasoning, and ultimately, the attainment of agency
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within an ever more intricate global landscape. The purpose of this essay is to
demonstrate the goal of library and information services offered in public and school
libraries, community learning centers, and non-governmental resource centers, which
is to encourage literacy and offer essential education to people from all walks of life. In
the course of this conversation, we won't be addressing the key distinction that exists
between specialized documentation centers and academic research libraries.

Making places where people can read and write

It is essential to build dynamic and engaging literacy-oriented settings within the
household, educational institutions, workplaces, and the larger society in order to
enable the advancement of reading abilities and nurture involvement throughout a
person's life. This will help foster lifelong engagement with reading. In many parts of
the world, it is unthinkable for people to go even a single day without having access to
some type of written knowledge. During the course of their everyday routines, people
participate in a wide variety of activities that need them to consume textual materials
and engage in conversation with those items. These activities consist of reading the
newspaper as a primary morning activity, coming across a variety of billboards and
commercials during commutes or while running errands, engaging in written
communication through reports and emails at the workplace, perusing the daily mail,
and finishing the day by immersing themselves in an interesting book or magazine.
However, a considerable number of developing countries suffer from a lack of available
reading materials, which leads to an absence of a culture that values reading as a
cultural activity. According to the United Nations Educational, Scientific, and Cultural
Organization (UNESCO), the goal of universal education cannot be achieved only
through the distribution of high-quality educational resources to schools. In addition,
the expansion of literate communities in countries still on the path to modernization
is an essential requirement. Individuals in their adult years need to continue to interact
with written materials and have unlimited access to a wide variety of literary resources
in order to keep their literacy abilities up to par (UNESCO: Basic). There is a
substantial cause for concern over the possibility that people who have recently gained
literacy abilities will regress, which would result in a reduction in their level of reading
ability. This would, as a result, result in a waste of the enormous resources that have
been committed towards adult literacy projects and formal schooling. The possibility
of this risk occurring increases both when literacy is not incorporated into a relevant

practical context and when recently acquired literacy abilities are not continuously
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practiced and improved upon. Both of these factors increase the likelihood that this
risk will occur. It has been noticed, in the context of India, that a sizeable fraction of
the continuing literacy programs fail to give long-term assistance to persons who have
recently gained basic literacy abilities. These people are often referred to as neo-
literates. Individuals have the potential to revert to a condition of illiteracy if they are
not provided with adequate support, specifically in the form of reading materials and
instructional instruments. According to Singh (2003): viii, libraries play an important
part in the process of providing individuals with access to a diverse assortment of
reading materials and educational resources. In the succeeding subchapters, we shall
investigate oral societies, the local publishing industry, the home environment, and the
school environment in order to investigate the essential conditions and the difficulties
involved in the process of nurturing a literate society.

Oral Cultures

In communities where oral customs and norms are widely practiced, libraries and
books are not always regarded as necessary forms of knowledge transmission. In these
societies, people have a larger propensity to value oral and performing arts as sources
of greater satisfaction than the solitary act of reading, activities like as talking, singing,
dancing, and socializing are examples of such activities. As a direct consequence of this,
once individuals in these countries have completed their required years of formal
education, they frequently stop reading for pleasure. There is a high rate of illiteracy
among the general population, which in turn has a negative impact on the small
percentage of people who are able to read and write (Totemeyer, 1994: 413). As a result,
oral communication continues to be the dominant form of human interaction. The
strategy that has been presented involves the distribution of locally-based reading
resources that are fundamental in nature and are intended to both improve literacy
rates and meet the requirements of neo-literates, thereby establishing a culture of
literacy. Individuals find it easier to make the shift from an oral-dominated society to
one that is more literate and culturally aware when they have access to the types of
resources described here. If students and other people with limited literacy skills are
not given instruction on the relationship between reading books and their native
spoken language, it is possible that they will view reading as an unusual activity. The
United Nations Educational, Scientific, and Cultural Organization (UNESCO) has
been working on the development of educational resources for the countries of Asia

and the Pacific with the objective of enhancing and enriching the cultures of these
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countries through the extension of language functions such as speaking, listening,
reading, and writing (Knuth, 1998).

Local Book Publishing Business

For the distribution and preservation of local knowledge, research, and cultural
expressions, the existence of a thriving local publishing business is absolutely
necessary. In addition to this, it plays an extremely important part in the process of
aiding the translation of pertinent documents into native languages. The intricate
system of book distribution, which includes publishers, merchants, and librarians,
helps to facilitate the connection between authors and readers. Unfortunately, this
system occasionally displays flaws and needs to be improved in a number of different
countries. When a country has more than one official language, the situation can get
quite complicated. This is especially true in cases where the government mandates that
children spend the first few years of their basic education focusing on the acquisition
of knowledge in their mother tongue. Despite the fact that Africa is home to 12% of
the world's population, it only accounts for 2% of the world's total book production.
According to some estimates, more than 70 percent of the books that can be found in
the sub-Saharan African region come from other countries. According to Makotsi
(2004): 4, the majority of the available publications consist of university textbooks and
resources for vocational training. The average cost of a single copy of these publications
is roughly $25 USD. Individuals who live in nations that are suffering financial
challenges have a restricted access to the reading materials that are available. Even in
situations where there is an absence of local publishing infrastructure, the utilization
of local newspapers written in indigenous languages serves as a feasible technique for
fostering literacy within communities. This can be accomplished through the use of
local newspapers. Community centers, libraries, and other types of non-profit and
charitable organizations all have the ability to accomplish these goals. An illustration
of this phenomenon may be seen in the work done by a local non-governmental
organization known as CODE-Ethiopia. Their efforts are an example of this
phenomenon. This group runs a program that is centered on the production of a local
newspaper. This program is carried out concurrently with their wide network of 62
community libraries which are placed in the northern and western parts of Ethiopia.
The school environment and the teachers

It is vital that teachers actively encourage reading, not just for its own sake but also

because it is a prerequisite for students who wish to continue their academic studies.
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Unhappily, a considerable percentage of children only learn how to read within the
four walls of educational institutions. There, they are rarely exposed to materials that
surpass the level of difficulty found in textbooks and traditional instructional methods,
thus they are unable to gain reading abilities outside of the boundaries of educational
institutions. Even though people may be able to absorb written content through oral
reading, their ability to independently build abilities from reading written literature is
essentially restricted. The cycle of ineffective teaching can continue if teachers don't
have a strong commitment to providing additional reading materials and aren't
appropriately trained in how to use them effectively. This can also happen if teachers
don't know how to use them effectively themselves. At the World Education Forum,
which took place in Dakar, Senegal, in the year 2000, it was brought to everyone's
attention that a substantial lack of textbooks existed in a great number of educational
institutions that were working hard to accomplish governmental goals for Universal
Primary Education. According to Makotsi (2004: 6), it is a common practice for
multiple students, frequently six or more, to use a single textbook, and in many cases,
there is no textbook at all. This is despite the fact that there are numerous instances in
which there is no textbook at all. Creating an atmosphere that is receptive to literacy
can be difficult when educational institutions are limited in the resources they have
access to. This makes it more difficult to complete the work at hand. A classroom that
does not have any literary materials at all is, without a doubt, less attractive than one
that contains even a single set of books or other literary works. It is essential that
children be given access to a diverse selection of interesting and contemporary reading
materials if they are to develop a reading habit. This will allow the children to choose
from a variety of books that will keep their attention. It is essential to regularly update
students' course materials in order to sustain their interest in their studies and meet
the educational requirements of the students. Educational institutions have recently
adopted alternative approaches to provide students with access to resources that are
typically found in a library setting. This is in light of the fact that insufficient financial
resources have been allocated towards employing a school librarian and acquiring the
necessary materials for a traditional library setup. The availability of books and other
reading materials, as well as training for educators in fundamental library skills, is part
of the common library model. This model also includes programs that give training for
educators in fundamental library skills. Government agencies, local or national library

services, and international or national non-governmental groups are all responsible for

27



E,U 7; ISSN Oatine : 2709-4162 Volume.4, Issue.l (2022)

i UMAN [SSPrint :27094154 (January-June)

the arrangement of these models.Students have the ability to access supplemental
materials that enrich and complement the educational information that is included in
required textbooks when using the library resources provided by their respective
schools. Education involves more than just the memorization of knowledge by rote;
rather, it emphasizes the development of abilities that may be used for independent
study throughout one's entire life. As a consequence of this, students need to develop
the skills necessary to do independent research and investigate topics that go beyond
the scope of what is taught in the classroom. It is possible for educators to effectively
nurture the acquisition of and improvement in these crucial literacy skills by providing
students with education on information retrieval techniques and by introducing
students to the library. According to the findings of a survey that was carried out by
UNESCO and ADEA to evaluate the development of the Education for All initiative in
the year 2000, it was discovered that school libraries were given the smallest amount
of financial resources as the end of the decade drew closer. It was discovered that a
sizeable number of educational establishments lacked access to any kind of library
materials. According to Montagnes (2001: 27), in cases where a school library was
present, it typically featured a restricted number of shelves with literary resources that
were out of date and in poor condition, in addition to an insufficient number of staff
members to maintain the shelves.Rosenberg (2003) provides a comprehensive analysis
of the benefits, limitations, and costs connected with various library models that have
been adopted in African schools. It is generally acknowledged that the classroom
libraries that have been developed in South Africa by the READ Educational Trust are
an advantageous alternative to the costly school libraries in terms of fostering an
educational environment that is conducive to learning.

Conclusion

This essay highlights both the lively inventiveness and endless possibilities offered by
libraries, as well as the challenges these institutions face when attempting to cultivate
literate environments that promote lifelong learning. It also indicates that support for
books and libraries is crucial to educational reform, boosting literacy, and sustaining
reading skills throughout one's life, all of which help to the fight against poverty and
the establishment of new economies. Libraries foster responsible participation in an
international democratic society by providing information to all individuals on an
equal basis. If policymakers and decision-makers appreciate the significance of literacy,

libraries, and the requirement for a population that not only is capable of reading but

28



f 7 ISSN Oatine : 2709-4162 Volume.4, Issue.l (2022)
' UMAN [SSPrint :27094154 (January-June)

also chooses to read, then they must be willing to devote a portion of the limited monies
available to the upkeep of libraries. If they are provided with sufficient financing and
assistance, libraries will make a substantial contribution toward the achievement of
both the Education for All and the Millennium Development Goals.
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