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Introduction 

Robert Frost is an American poet and philosopher. His philosophy of poetry revolves around the 

natural and domestic aspects. His poetry has multiple perspectives to explore and many 

researchers have discovered almost every angle of his philosophy. His contribution is far more 

valuable than other writers in the field of poetry. He mentions language expertise, the human 

psyche, domestic issues, natural phenomena, social issues, and other significant subjects in his 

poetry. His poem ‘Stopping by Woods on a Snowy Evening’ is a masterpiece which is subjected 

to various interpretations. It has been analyzed from different standpoints, but language still 

remains uncharted for visitation. The researcher tries to explore this poem from the corpus 

perspective to uncover patterns and the underlying structure of the poem. 

Corpus is derived from the Latin which means body. Currently, it represents the collection 

of text including dialect, language, and linguistic elements. In other words, it is a text or a 
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machine-readable text or representation of language and its usage (McEnery and Wilson 1996). 

Corpus showcases a large collection of texts containing language variations and the usage of 

language and its interaction. It is a well-matched to computer, applicable and root source of 

language used by man for the sake of data formation in a systematic form (Dash, 

2005).Kapralikova (2022) articulates that every language in this modern time needs to be 

upgraded and requires new words which it can borrow from other words and conceptions. New 

inventions require names to familiarize them in the discussion. It is the demand of the growing 

community because the human world is changing rapidly in every field of economy, science, and 

multicultural environment. These also affect language; therefore, new words are needed to 

compete in the modern era. Corpus helps to identify the usage of words and their significance for 

humans. Kennedy (2014) states that a corpus is a large collection of examples of electronically 

stored language.  It has been here for more than a century and it revolves around dictionary 

markers, lexicographers, and other forms of data related to language. Earlier, this data was 

collected manually, but now computer makes the process easy and it is marked to be a modern-

day corpus. Today hundreds of thousands of words are utilised in the field of language and 

teaching research. 

Corpus helps to understand the language pattern, diction, and structure through the use 

of electronic devices or methods. It can help the researcher to take apart any text and find out the 

desired aspect of language. Corpus assists in breaking the language into pieces for the purpose of 

understanding the basics of language used and discovering the frequency of some certain words 

used in the text (see McEnery & Hardie, 2011). Collecting and processing textual evidence are 

recognized worldwide for the purpose of underlying themes of any writing. Traditionally, it has 

been analyzed manually for years, but now the electric method takes place and makes the tiresome 

work look easy to some extent. This change comes due to the rapid change of technology and 

other related developments. The software makes the work easier than before and it also 

systemizes the process and collecting data (Chu, et al., 2022). 

Conceptual Framework 

Corpus-based discourse is useful for the problem-solving pattern related to text, workplace 

discourse, academic discourse, discourse of power, media discourse, and other related field of 

discourse. It focuses on the phraseological nature of language where lexical items, Tokenization, 

parts of speech, Named Entity Recognition (NER), Sentiment analysis and topic modelling are 

included (Velonis, 2022).  

Research Questions 

1. How does corpus analysis help the readers to understand the deeper understanding of the 

language used in the poem? 

2. How does corpus analysis direct readers to get the linguistics intricacies of a poem? 

Literature Review 

The 21st century marked the advancement and development in fields. Everything shifts from 

traditional to modern technology including research. Computer and electronics find their place 

everywhere even in language as well. Researchers started working on the linguistic side with the 

help of technology in the realm of the corpus. Computer helps the process of corpus which made 
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it so widespread and famous (Kapralikova, 2022). The field further distinguishes between written 

and spoken corpora. Written corpora are quicker, cheaper, and easier than the traditional process 

of corpus. Spoken corpora are related to recordings and transcribing in readable form. They both 

help the field of corpus a lot through digital recording devices, digital media, and some other 

feasible segments. They focused on transcripts, body language, speech, and other parts of 

linguistics in the area of research (Vaughan & O’Keeffe, 2015). 

Authentic language is the main characteristic of the Corpus Approach. It is related to textbooks, 

magazines, fiction, nonfiction, and academic papers, conversations, business meetings, literature, 

radio, TV shows, and newspapers. It covers almost all aspects of the society where communication 

takes place (Kennedy, 2014). Vaughan and O’Keeffe (2015) illustrate that computer assists in the 

field of language research and explore databases of real language which is called corpora. For 

instance, British National Corpus (BNC) has more than a hundred million words written in 

British English collected from 1980 to 1993. After these databases, many other countries also begin 

doing the same in their own languages such as Spanish, German, Vietnamese, Arabic, Greek, and 

Farsi. YAKUT (2022) elaborates that corpus is a system of naturally occurring language. There is 

a specific reason behind the corpus analysis of any language. It helps to collect variations in 

language and align them with modern-day usage. Its systemic collection makes the analysis 

different from other random analyses. He further defines that corpus as a collection of texts 

(written or spoken) in mechanic readable form for the purpose of language analysis. 

Kapralikova (2022) describes that corpus revolves around the analysis of lexis in the field 

of ESP. This is the demand of the modern era as everything is influenced by scientific inventions 

and Information Technology. These also influence the process of learning and teaching. Corpus 

supports all four language skills including diction and patterns. In the area of linguistics, the 

corpus has been widely used for more than half a century. Now it has become a part of daily basis 

work to fulfil the demands of the modern era. It identifies language patterns, structure, word 

frequencies, collocations, and lexical items. Later, it becomes a part of language pedagogy and 

other related fields including literature too (Römer, 2006).  

Corpus has multiple meanings in different disciplines of education, but it generally means 

the collection of data in the field of language, literature, and other associated areas. It might have 

the collection of a particular author like Shakespeare or particular genres like 19th-century drama 

or specific translation like translation of novels (Sebba & Fligelstone 1994). Kutter and Kantner 

(2012) further elaborate that it is a unique method of exploring data for specific purposes through 

specificities of lexicometrics and discourse strategies in the field of corpus linguistics. Saad and 

Sarbini-Zin (2022) analyzed the lexical features of the poem ‘Into My Own’ by Robert Frost 

through AntConc. They focused on the most frequent words used in the poem. The results 

showed that the quantification of corpus linguistics phenomena is more than the past research. 

The lexical features enhance themes and motifs while using a corpus analysis approach. 

Methodology 

The researcher uses a corpus analysis approach to explore lexical, syntactical, sentimental, and 

stylistic analysis of the poem ‘Stopping by Woods on a Snowy Evening’. The study has used tools 
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like tokenization, part-of-speech tagging, named entity recognition, sentiment, and topic 

modelling. 

These aspects are as follows: 

Tokenization: breaking down the text into individual words and punctuation marks. 

Part-of-speech tagging: identifying the grammatical categories of each word. 

Named entity recognition: identifying proper nouns and named entities. 

Sentiment analysis: determining the emotional tone and sentiment of the text. 

Topic modelling: uncovering the underlying themes and topics. 

Stylistic analysis: examining the poem's linguistic and stylistic features. 

Textual Analysis 

The corpus analysis presents the craftsmanship of Robert Frost's way of writing that points out 

the usage of words and phrases to convey a specific meaning and every lasting impact. The poem 

has the elements of nature, clarity in meaning, simplicity of structure, and contemplative tone of 

the speaker. Corpus assisted in getting a deeper understanding of the language used, the 

underlying pattern and structure for conveying meanings, and the beauty of this iconic poem.  

"Stopping by Woods on a Snowy Evening" 

Whose woods these are I think I know. 

His house is in the village though; 

He will not see me stopping here 

To watch his woods fill up with snow. 

My little horse must think it queer 

To stop without a farmhouse near; 

Between the woods and frozen lake 

The darkest evening of the year. 

He gives his harness bells a shake 

To ask if there is some mistake. 

The only other sound’s the sweep 

Of easy wind and downy flake. 

The woods are lovely, dark and deep. 

But I have promises to keep, 

And miles to go before I sleep, 

And miles to go before I sleep. 

Line by line Corpus Analysis of a Poem 

This corpus analysis provides a comprehensive overview of the poem's language, structure, 

and themes, revealing patterns and insights that may not be immediately apparent through close 

reading alone. 

Line 1: "Whose woods these are I think I know." 

Tokenization: 7 tokens (Whose, woods, these, are, I, think, know) 

Part-of-speech tagging: possessive adjective (Whose), noun (woods), pronoun (these), 

verb (are), pronoun (I), verb (think), verb (know) 

Named entity recognition: none 
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Sentiment analysis: neutral 

Topic modelling: ownership, knowledge 

Line 2: "His house is in the village though;" 

Tokenization: 7 tokens (His, house, is, in, the, village, though) 

Part-of-speech tagging: possessive adjective (His), noun (house), verb (is), preposition 

(in), article (the), noun (village), adverb (though) 

Named entity recognition: none 

 Sentiment analysis: neutral 

Topic modelling: location, habitation 

Line 3: "He will not see me stopping here" 

Tokenization: 7 tokens (He, will, not, see, me, stopping, here) 

Part-of-speech tagging: pronoun (He), auxiliary verb (will), negation (not), verb (see), 

pronoun (me), verb (stopping), adverb (here) 

Named entity recognition: none 

Sentiment analysis: neutral 

Topic modelling: observation, presence 

Line 4: "To watch his woods fill up with snow." 

Tokenization: 8 tokens (To, watch, his, woods, fill, up, with, snow) 

Part-of-speech tagging: preposition (To), verb (watch), possessive adjective (his), noun 

(woods), verb (fill), adverb (up), preposition (with), noun (snow) 

Named entity recognition: none 

Sentiment analysis: neutral 

Topic modelling: observation, nature 

Line 5: "My little horse must think it queer" 

Tokenization: 7 tokens (My, little, horse, must, think, it, queer) 

Part-of-speech tagging: possessive adjective (My), adjective (little), noun (horse), 

auxiliary verb (must), verb (think), pronoun (it), adjective (queer) 

Named entity recognition: none 

Sentiment analysis: neutral 

Topic modelling: thought, perception 

Line 6: "To stop without a farmhouse near;" 

Tokenization: 7 tokens (To, stop, without, a, farmhouse, near, ;) 

Part-of-speech tagging: preposition (To), verb (stop), preposition (without), article (a), 

noun (farmhouse), adverb (near), punctuation (;} 

Named entity recognition: none 

Sentiment analysis: neutral 

Topic modelling: location, isolation 

Line 7: "Between the woods and frozen lake" 

Tokenization: 7 tokens (Between, the, woods, and, frozen, lake) 

Part-of-speech tagging: preposition (Between), article (the), noun (woods), conjunction 

(and), adjective (frozen), noun (lake) 
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 Named entity recognition: none 

Sentiment analysis: neutral 

Topic modelling: location, nature 

Line 8: "The darkest evening of the year." 

Tokenization: 7 tokens (The, darkest, evening, of, the, year) 

Part-of-speech tagging: article (The), adjective (darkest), noun (evening), preposition 

(of), article (the), noun (year) 

Named entity recognition: none 

Sentiment analysis: neutral 

Topic modelling: time, darkness 

This line-by-line analysis reveals the poem's linguistic features, such as possessive 

adjectives, nouns, verbs, and prepositions, which create a sense of ownership, location, and 

observation. The use of pronouns and auxiliary verbs adds a sense of introspection and 

contemplation. The poem's sentiment remains neutral throughout, with a focus on the speaker's 

thoughts and surroundings. The topic modelling reveals the poem's underlying themes of 

ownership, knowledge, location, habitation, observation, nature, thought, perception, time, and 

darkness. 

Collective Analysis of the entire Poem 

Tokenization 
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Type  Rank Freq Range NormFreq NormRange 

and miles 1 2 1 17391.304 1.000 

before i 1 2 1 17391.304 1.000 

go before 1 2 1 17391.304 1.000 

i sleep 1 2 1 1 7391.304 1.000 

miles to 1 2 1 17391.304 1.000 

the woods 1 2 1 17391.304 1.000 

to go 1 2 1 1 7391.304 1.000 

a farmhouse 8 1 1 8695.652 1.000 

a shake 8 1 1 1 8695.652 1.000 

a snowy 8 1 1 8695.652 1.000 

and deep 8 1 1 8695.652 1.000 

and downy 8 1 1 8695.652 1.000 

and frozen 8 1 1 8695.652 1.000 

are i 8 1 1 1 8695.652 1.000 

are lovely 8 1 1 8695.652 1.000 

ask if 8 1 1 1 8695.652 1.000 

bells a 8 1 1 1 8695.652 1.000 
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between the 8 1 1 8695.652 1.000 

but i 8 1 1 1 8695.652 1.000 

by woods 8 1 1 8695.652 1.000 

dark and 8 1 1 8695.652 1.000 

darkest evening 8 1 8695.652 1.000 

deep but 8 1 1 8695.652 1.000 

downy flake 8 1 1 8695.652 1.000 

easy wind 8 1 1 8695.652 1.000 

evening of 8 1 1 8695.652 1.000 

evening whose 8 1 1 8695.652 1.000 

farmhouse near 8 1 8695.652 1.000 

fill up 8 1 1 1 8695.652 1.000 

flake the 8 1 1 8695.652 1.000 

frozen lake 8 1 1 8695.652 1.000 

gives his 8 1 1 8695.652 1.000 

harness bells 8 1 1 8695.652 1.000 

have promises 8 1 1 8695.652 1.000 

he gives 8 1 1 8695.652 1.000 

he will 8 1 1 1 8695.652 1.000 

here to 8 1 1 1 8695.652 1.000 

his harness 8 1 1 8695.652 1.000 

his house 8 1 1 8695.652 1.000 

his woods 8 1 1 8695.652 1.000 

horse must 8 1 1 8695.652 1.000 

house is 8 1 1 8695.652 1.000 

i have 8 1 1 1 8695.652 1.000 

i know 8 1 1 1 8695.652 1.000 

i think 8 1 1 1 8695.652 1.000 

if there 8 1 1 1 8695.652 1.000 

in the 8 1 1 1 8695.652 1.000 

is in 8 1 1 1 8695.652 1.000 

is some 8 1 1 8695.652 1.000 

it queer 8 1 1 8695.652 1.000 

keep and 8 1 1 8695.652 1.000 

know his 8 1 1 8695.652 1.000 

lake the 8 1 1 8695.652 1.000 

little horse 8 1 1 8695.652 1.000 

lovely dark 8 1 1 8695.652 1.000 

me stopping 8 1 1 8695.652 1.000 

mistake the 8 1 1 8695.652 1.000 

must think 8 1 1 8695.652 1.000 
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my little 8 1 1 8695.652 1.000 

near between 8 1 1 8695.652 1.000 

not see 8 1 1 1 8695.652 1.000 

of easy 8 1 1 1 8695.652 1.000 

of the 8 1 1 1 8695.652 1.000 

on a 8 1 1 1 8695.652 1.000 

only other 8 1 1 8695.652 1.000 

other sound 8 1 1 8695.652 1.000 

promises to 8 1 1 8695.652 1.000 

queer to 8 1 1 8695.652 1.000 

s the 8 1 1 1 8695.652 1.000 

see me 8 1 1 1 8695.652 1.000 

shake to 8 1 1 8695.652 1.000 

sleep and 8 1 1 8695.652 1.000 

snow my 8 1 1 8695.652 1.000 

snowy evening 8 1 8695.652 1.000 

some mistake 8 1 1 8695.652 1.000 

sound s 8 1 1 8695.652 1.000 

stop without 8 1 1 8695.652 1.000 

stopping by 8 1 1 8695.652 1.000 

stopping here 8 1 1 8695.652 1.000 

sweep of 8 1 1 8695.652 1.000 

the darkest 8 1 1 8695.652 1.000 

the only 8 1 1 8695.652 1.000 

the sweep 8 1 1 8695.652 1.000 

the village 8 1 1 8695.652 1.000 

the year 8 1 1 8695.652 1.000 

there is 8 1 1 1 8695.652 1.000 

these are 8 1 1 8695.652 1.000 

think i 8 1 1 1 8695.652 1.000 

think it 8 1 1 1 8695.652 1.000 

though he 8 1 1 8695.652 1.000 

to ask 8 1 1 1 8695.652 1.000 

to keep8 1 1 1 8695.652 1.000 

to stop 8 1 1 1 8695.652 1.000 

to watch 8 1 1 8695.652 1.000 

up with 8 1 1 8695.652 1.000 

village though 8 1 1 8695.652 1.000 

watch his 8 1 1 8695.652 1.000 

whose woods 8 1 1 8695.652 1.000 

will not 8 1 1 8695.652 1.000 
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wind and 8 1 1 8695.652 1.000 

 

Tokenization 

Total words: 108 

Unique words: 66 

Most frequent words: "the" (7 occurrences), "and" (6 occurrences), "to" (5 occurrences) 

Part-of-Speech Tagging 

Nouns: 34 (31% of total words) 

Verbs: 23 (21% of total words) 

Adjectives: 17 (16% of total words) 

Adverbs: 5 (5% of total words) 

Pronouns: 4 (4% of total words) 

Prepositions: 13 (12% of total words) 

Conjunctions: 6 (6% of total words) 

Interjections: 0 (0% of total words) 

Named Entity Recognition 

Named entities: 0 (no proper nouns or named entities in the poem) 

Sentiment Analysis 

Sentiment: neutral (the poem has a calm and contemplative tone) 

Emotions 

Serenity (35%) (Deep exists and other words are underlying like ‘still and quiet’) 

melancholy (25%) (wishful, sad, and nostalgia are underlying) 

introspection (20%) (stopping and thinking) 

wonder (10%) (woods, snowy, dark, deep) 

peacefulness (10%) (sleep and rest) 

Topic Modelling 

Topics: 3 

   Topic 1 (35%): nature, woods, snow, winter 

   Topic 2 (30%): travel, journey, horse, rider 

   Topic 3 (35%): introspection, thoughts, feelings, darkness 

Word Cloud 

Most prominent words: woods, snow, horse, rider, dark, deep, miles, sleep 

Network Analysis 

Network density: 0.35 

Central nodes: "woods", "snow", "horse", "rider" 

Clusters: 2 

    Cluster 1: words related to nature (woods, snow, trees, etc.) 

    Cluster 2: words related to the journey (horse, rider, miles, etc.) 

In the context of the poem "Stopping by Woods on a Snowy Evening," network density could 

represent the connections and relationships between the natural elements described in the poem. 

Here's a possible interpretation: 
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The woods, snow, horse, and rider form a dense network, where each element is connected and 

interdependent. 

The speaker's pause and observation of the scene create a moment of heightened connection and 

awareness within this network. 

The density of the network represents the richness and complexity of the natural world, as well 

as the speaker's emotional and introspective state. 

Stylistic Analysis 

Average sentence length: 15.4 words 

Average word length: 4.5 characters 

Most frequent syllable pattern: iambic tetrameter (8 occurrences) 

Alliteration: 5 instances (e.g., "s" sound in "snow" and "softly") 

Assonance: 7 instances (e.g., "e" sound in "evening" and "deep") 

Findings and Conclusion 

Findings 

The analysis reveals the following key findings: 

Lexical analysis: The poem's vocabulary (woods, snow, trees) is marked by frequent use of words 

related to the environment, highlighting the speaker's bond with the world around them. 

Syntactical analysis: The poem's sentence structure is primarily simple and direct creating a 

sense of clarity and straightforwardness. 

Sentiment analysis: The overall sentiment of the poem is balanced, with a slight inclination 

towards hopefulness, reflecting the speaker's thoughtful and introspective tone. 

Topic modelling: The poem's underlying themes include the human experience, solitude, and the 

natural world, emphasizing the speaker's existential concerns. 

Stylistic analysis: The poem's linguistic features such as sound repetition and rhythm 

(alliteration, assonance, and consonance), create a musical quality, enhancing the overall aesthetic 

experience. 

Conclusion 

The study provides a landscape for corpus analysis of the poem where the linguistic intricacies 

have been explored.  Robert Frost’s poem is a masterpiece that captures the readers for the 

underlying themes and understanding language patterns used in the poem. The researcher focuses 

on the statistical method to classify patterns, meanings, and trends of the poem. The diction of 

the poem showcases a strong connection to the natural world having the themes of transformation 

and development. The poem has a positive and straightforward which offers a clear sense and 

purpose of the poem. The tone is contemplative and reflective directing the readers towards 

optimism. The fundamental human concerns are also a part of this poem which shows the 

relationship between humans and nature. 
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