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Abstract

Ahmed Nadeem Qasmi's short stories, particularly those in "Aas Paas,”
illuminate the struggles and resilience of women navigating a
patriarchal society. Through characters like Khani and Gulzar, Qasmi
exposes the [imitations imposed by societal expectations and economic
dependence on men. Their stories showcase the challenges of reconciling
societal pressures with personal desires, often leading to emotional
turmoil and unfulfilled dreams.Beyond individual narratives, Qasmi
paints a broader social commentary. Gender norms and expectations
pervade, objectifying women and restricting their choices. Characters
like the female short story writer in "Bhari Duniya Mein" face
marginalization based solely on appearance. This collection explores the
yearning for love and connection, a constant battle against societal
constraints that hinder women's autonomy while 'Churil’ takes a
somber turn, depicting the plight of a woman during the Partition. Loss
and trauma lead to mental instability, further ostracized by the
villagers who brand her a witch. This story highlights the vulnerability
of women in conflict, their resilience in the face of immense loss, and the
societal stigma surrounding mental health.By portraying these diverse
experiences, Qasmi challenges conventional notions of femininity. He
exposes the deep-seated prejudices and gender inequalities that hinder
women's emotional well-being and self-determination. His work, serves
as a call for greater understanding, empathy, and societal change.
Qasmi's stories are not just reflections of reality, but catalysts for
change, urging readers to confront the complexities of gender dynamics
and advocate for a more just and equitable world. This article brings
into limelight Qasmi’s feminist criticism approach in “Aas Paas”
Keywords: Feminism, Partition, Ahmad Nadeem Qasmi, witch, World
War
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